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Dear Church Family, 
 

And so, we find ourselves in Advent.  It is a season of preparation, but 
this year stripped of some of the usual ways we prepare for Christmas.  
But perhaps that will allow us more time, more energy, for the inner 
preparations of the heart for which the season calls. 
 

Much of this year I have been offering “A Poem and a Prayer” on  
Facebook LIVE (you can see it everyday on the church Facebook page).  
Over and over again I have been reminded, as I have explored new poets 
and new poems, that words are important.  How we say something, the 
exact words we use, how we phrase things, the specific images that we 
choose to describe, can change our perspective.  And perhaps that is what 
Christmas holds a key to the ultimate meaning of Christmas. 
 

Think about it.  One of the ways we describe Jesus is as the Word made 
flesh.  The Word.  And true enough, when we view the world through the 
lens of the Word, it often changes our perspective.  We see things as they 
truly are.  We are reminded that things like wealth, position, fame, power, 
don’t determine who we are.  We are shown that aspects of who we are, 
like skin color, religion, nationality, gender, sexual orientation, don’t sum 
up the totality of who we are.  Instead we are reminded that each one of us 
is a beloved child of God, regardless.  Every single one of us. That’s what 
Jesus taught us.  That is how life appears through the lens of the Word. 
This Advent, then, let us have the courage to strip away the outer things 
that we have often let define us, and learn anew what it means to be called 
and known as a Beloved Child of God. In doing so, we truly prepare to 
celebrate the birth of the Child of Bethlehem. 
In hope, peace, joy and love, 

      Blessings, 

  
                                             John H. Danner 
                                             Senior Pastor  

 

This Month’s  
Worship Service 

Schedule: 

≈ 
 9:00 AM  

Blended/Outdoors 
(by reservation only) 

≈ 
 

11:00 AM  
Traditional/

Livestream on our 
YouTube Channel:  

SANIBELUCC 
 

Go to our website for 
more information on 

weekly services 
www.sanibelucc.org 



 

 

       

 
 
 

Dear SCUCC family and friends; 
 

How are you doing?  This simple question has taken on new meaning in these last months.  Before 
this year it was often part of our greeting ritual with friends: “Good to see you! How are doing?’ 
“Good.  How are you?” “Fine.” And then either we would go on our way or conversations would turn 
to other subjects.  It may have even become so rote that we no longer thought about our response but 
gave it automatically. 
 

2020 has changed that.  “How are you doing?” may be the most important question you can ask 
someone.  There has been so much going on in so many ways, and it is affecting mental health. 
Studies the rate of depression, from mild to severe requiring medical and therapeutic intervention, 
across all ages. (If you are experiencing depression- please contact any of your pastoral staff. We can 
assist you in connecting with help.)Even if not experiencing depression, there are probably times 
when asked “How are we doing?” we want to answer, “Not so great.”  And now that the holiday 
season is here, the tunes of “Happy Holidays” and telling of large family gatherings with every lifting 
a glass of cheer sound as if from another tie and place. 
 

After my sermon Sunday entitled “Christmas Letters” Sherry Halleran shared how she is sending out 
her Christmas letters as usual this year with one addition.  She is asking people “How are you 
doing?”. Then she is saying that she really wants to know; so if people don’t want to write her back, 
she is including her email and telephone number so they can contact her and let her know.  What a 
wonderful idea!  So often we when ask “How are you doing?” we hear with the polite, automatic 
answer of “I’m fine” even when they aren’t.  Taking that extra step lets others know you really do 
want to know, you care, and that they aren’t alone. 
 

So how are you doing? Pastor John, Parish Nurse Linda, and I really do want to know. As we 
approach Christmas and the New Year, it may be hard handling the disappoints of changed or 
canceled holiday plans and traditions on top of other changes or losses this year.  If that is the case, 
please reach out to us- by phone, at the office, by email, or drop a note.  We really do want to hear 
from you.  And if you are in a good spot, perhaps reaching out to someone to ask, “How are you 
doing, really?” might be the best gift you can offer. For the Light we  celebrate coming into the world 
on Christmas as Emmanuel- God with us-  also shines  through us- let us do what we can to share that 
Light with each other. 

            

       God’s grace and peace,  

                                                  
                                           \ 

                                                                              Pastor Deb 2 



TEACHING & LEARNING  
OPPORTUNITIES 

  
 

Tuesday Bible Study  
 

Join our 10:00 AM Tuesday Bible Studies. Our 
sessions will be held on Zoom, and then when 
we return to the building, they will be hybrid  
sessions (Zoom and in-person). Our study of 
the Gospel of Luke will continue, starting with 
chapter 7. HOWEVER even if you weren’t part 
of the study last spring, you are invited to  
join us at this juncture.  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82937178101?pwd=Tmx5cVNFTHo1Q3BWOVdROE1OSHhuZz09  

Meeting ID: 829 3717 8101  
Passcode: LUKE  

 
Theological Studies 

December 9 & 16, 9:30 AM on Zoom 
OUT OF HARLEM:   LANGSTON HUGHES AND 

BLACK NATIVITY 
 

One of the most significant poets of the twentieth century 
was Langston Hughes.  One of the major voices out of the 
Harlem Renaissance, Hughes poetry often captured the spirit 
of the struggle for freedom and equality.  His “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” is often referred to as the Black  
national Anthem. 
 

This course will explore his life, his poetry, and his Gospel 
Song Play, Black Nativity.  Using gospel music and spirituals, Hughes retold the  
traditional Christmas story in a way that not only reflected the powerful 
message of the Lukan narrative, but also tied it to the realities of  
contemporary life. The course will utilize video and audio clips that  will 
enrich ones appreciation for this truly significant poet. 3 
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A Bit About Vaccines 

 
We encounter thousands of germs every day and while our immune systems 
can fight most of them on its own, vaccines help the immune system fight the disease-causing pathogens it 
can’t handle. Vaccines familiarize your immune system with a specific pathogen so that your immune system 
will know what to do if you become infected with that pathogen in the future. 
 

There are several different ways that vaccines can achieve this triggering of the immune system. Vaccine  
development typically contains either a weakened (attenuated) form of a pathogen, an inactivated form of the 
pathogen, certain parts of the pathogen, such as its proteins, or a weakened toxin made by the pathogen.  
Recently, many vaccine developers have been using newer, gene-based approaches that deliver genetic code to 
our cells instructing them to make a specific protein contained in the pathogen. This, in turn, triggers the  
immune system to make antibodies against that protein. 
 

Both Pfizer’s and Moderna’s Covid-19 vaccines are of this newer, gene-based approach which uses messenger 
RNA (mRNA) vaccines. They aren't made with the coronavirus itself, meaning there's no chance anyone could 
catch it from the shots. Instead, the vaccine contains a piece of genetic code that trains the immune system to 
recognize the spiked protein on the surface of the virus. The mRNA vaccine encodes proteins of the virus, 
which is inserted into a cell to trigger an immune response and create antibodies. The mRNA travels from the 
nucleus of the cell to the part of the cell known as the cytoplasm, which houses ribosomes. Ribosomes read the 
mRNA and follow the instructions, creating the protein. This protein then triggers the immune system to create 
antibodies to the virus. 
 

While researching this article, I discovered some interesting facts you may want to know. Side effects in the 
trials have been minimal. Both Pfizer’s and Moderna’s vaccines need to be given in a series of two shots. 
Other vaccines, which are approaching the end of stage 3 trials, also need to be given in a series of two shots. 
The studies I read state that the efficacy rate for both the Pfizer and the Moderna vaccine is 94.5%. The  
vaccines must be kept very cold. Both the Moderna and Pfizer shots must be kept at well below freezing, but at 
different temperatures. Moderna announced that once thawed, its doses can last longer in a refrigerator than 
initially thought, up to 30 days. Pfizer's doses require long-term storage at ultra-cold temperatures. 
 

I find the news about the vaccines wonderful and hopeful and boding well for a future in which we can give 
each other a big smile and a hug. In the meantime, though, continue to protect yourself and those around you 
by doing the things you’re probably tired of hearing about: good social distancing, wearing a mask in the ap-
propriate setting, hand-washing, and staying out of crowds, and remember:   

 
A cheerful heart doeth good like a medicine, (Proverbs 17:22) 

 
 

 
 Caring for you and your health,  

  Linda Convertine, Parish Nurse 
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GREEN TEAM SHARE … Reasons for Hope:  Can We Come Together around the Environment? 

The most amazing result of the election was the passage of the Right to Clean Water Charter Amendment by 89.8% of the  
voters of Orange County, Florida, making it the largest municipality in the nation to pass a Rights of Nature law.  It gives 
standing for legal action to enforce the right of the rivers and all other waters within the boundaries of Orange County to exist, 
flow, be protected against pollution and maintain a healthy ecosystem. In so doing, this charter amendment also gives residents 
the right to clean water, a legal right you might be surprised to learn that they otherwise don’t have.(1)  Supporters of the  
amendment claim that Florida is now the epicenter of the Rights of Nature Movement in the United States and that granting  
legally recognized rights to nature is the new vanguard of environmental efforts.”(2) 
 

History shows that major environmental progress, including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act, 
has always required bipartisan support.  And recent polls demonstrate that such support is building again.  A spring climate  
resilience survey of about 1,300 residents by Florida Atlantic University found that 89 percent of respondents accept that  
climate change is happening, and more than two thirds felt the government was not doing enough to address it.(2)Addressing  
climate change is a faith-based obligation to “protect God’s creation,” say 81 percent of American religious voters surveyed in a 
poll released October 22, 2020.  Voters who identified as evangelical and mainline Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and  
religiously unaffiliated largely believe in climate change, are worried about it, and support providing federal funding to  
communities vulnerable to extreme weather in potential COVID-19 recovery funding.(3) 
 

Several parts of the national infrastructure bill passed by the House of Representatives in July, which included significant  
investments in clean energy and clean transportation, gained bipartisan support.  “One would put workers in the nation’s oil and 
gas fields back on the job by cutting methane pollution.  Another would invest in lead water pipe replacement, prioritizing  
low-income communities.”(4)Clean energy is growing steadily, and in many ways, it produces jobs at least as good as those in 
the oil fields. .Moreover, renewable-energy projects are now finding capital faster than fossil fuels.(5) 
 

For more information about the nonpartisan Green Team, contact jeanchandler2@gmail.com. 
 

1https://ballotpedia.org/Orange_County,_Florida,_Question_1,_Prohibit_Water_Pollution_Charter_Amendment_(November_2020) 
2 Personal email from SWFL RESET Center, November 5, 2020 

3.https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/2020/10/24/could-climate-change-votes-swing-the-election-in-florida/ 
4Lexi, McMenamin,Voters of Faith Largely Support Action on Climate Change, New Survey Shows, Sojourners, October 22, 2020 

5. Bill McKibben, North Dakota Oil Workers Are Learning to Tend Wind Turbines—and That’s a Big Deal, New Yorker, August 6, 2020 

 
  Booked for Lunch is Back Virtually in January 

Starting the first Tuesday of January, we will gather monthly via zoom over lunch 

at 11:30, and then have book reviews at noon and 12:30.  Be sure you have 

downloaded zoom on any device (computer, ipad, or smart phone) and that your 

email address is current on the church list, and the church will send out the link the 

week before.  All are welcome.  No need to have read the books. Email Katrina 

Drotleff at katrinadrotleff@yahoo.com to let her know about books you are willing to 

review in March and April or to ask any questions. 
 

January 5: The Power of Bad: How the Negativity Effect Rules Us and How We Can Rule It 
by John Tierney and Roy Baumeister, reviewed by Linda Convertine and 
 

The Wonder of Birds: What They Tell Us about Ourselves, the World, and a Better Future by Jim Robbins, 

reviewed by Jean Chandler 
 

February 2: This Tender Land: A Novel by William Kent Krueger, reviewed by  

Barbara Ison, and Anxious People by Frederik Backman, reviewed by Judy McBroom 
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PASSAGES 
Margaret “Peggy” Hoel 

Jim Hynden 
Carl Dietz 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 2020 
 

This year things are markedly different here at 
church than in years past.  For one thing, we have  
had to cancel our Annual Lighthouse Beach Service.  We do plan on 
resuming it next year, all things being equal.  But for this year it just 
did not make sense to schedule an event for fifteen hundred people! 
We will be holding two outdoor services here on the church grounds 

in the front part of our parking lot (closest to the building.)  
Stretched out along the driveway we will be able to seat one       
hundred people at each service.  Reservations will be a must.     

Masks will be required.  We will have a service at 5:00 and one at 
8:00 PM.  Candlelight at both.  The 5:00 PM service will   include the 
telling of the Christmas story in the same style as we normally do on 

the beach.  We will also broadcast an online service which will be 
filmed in our sanctuary. 

Get your bags ready for the December  

No-Contact Drop Off Food Drive with Bat 

Yam on Thursday, December 3rd. Food and 

paper good donations are collected the first 

Thursday of the month from 11:00 a.m. -1:00 

p.m.  under the church portico- you do not 

even need to get out of your car. The clients of F.I.S.H. and the Gladiolus Food Pantry will 

benefit again from your generosity.  If you would like to help with future  

No-Contact Drop Off Food Drives, please contact Pastor Deb at deb@sanibelucc.org 



 

 

 

 

Staff: John H. Danner, Sr. Pastor (john@sanibelucc.org; Deborah Kunkel, Assoc. Pastor (deb@sanibelucc.org);  

Ran Niehoff, Pastor Emeritus; Linda Convertine, Parish Nurse (linda@sanibelucc.org);  

Sandra Simmons, Office Manager (sandy@sanibelucc.org); Jordan Jones, Assistant Office Manager (office@sanibelucc.org);   

Preschool Staff: D’Ann Miller, Director; Shelby Ambrioso, Teacher (3 Yr. Olds),  Nancy Black, Aftercare & Substitute Teacher  

Sunday School & Nursery Staff: Kathy Monroe, Director; Nursery Attendant: Barbara Freeman 

Elwood Smith, Music Director; Norm Libby, Organist;  Sound Guy - Bob Eidem; Blended Service Musicians: Shawn Allison, Abbey Allison, Dave Dust;  

Missionaries— Mark Knowles & Daniel Murry-Knowles (Lesotho); Debbie  & Larry Colvin (Ghana) 

The Salvation Army will have a Red Kettle on Sanibel at the Bailey’s General store. They are  
currently looking for volunteers to “staff” the kettle.  If you would like to register to volunteer, 

please go to https://www.registertoring.com  and enter the zip code that you wish to ring in and 
then follow the prompts. Feel free to call or email with any questions. 

Kristen Volpone 
Director of Volunteer Services 
The Salvation Army/Fort Myers 

239-628-1422 

HAZEL’S HATS IS BACK! 
Sunday, December 13 is Hazel’s Hats Sunday.  Due to the church building being closed for 
most services this year we’re looking for your support in a new way!  For each $5.00 you  
provide a hand-knitted winter cap for a child or adult in need will be sent to homeless  

shelters in Lincoln, Nebraska, Boston, Massachusetts and New York City.   
Hats will also be sent to the Lakota Indian Reservation for distribution. 

This year I plan on shipping out over two hundred caps made by my elves and myself.  The 
money collected stays here in Lee County and provides Christmas gifts and other items for 
children associated with the Gladiolus Food Pantry, Friends Who Care here on Sanibel, and 

the Harlem Heights Charter School in Fort Myers. 
Checks should be made payable to SCWIM and  

earmarked Hazel’s Hats.  Send them to  
Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ,  

2050 periwinkle Way, Sanibel, Florida 33957.  Any 
questions, please give me a jingle (Pastor John’s not 
the only one who can make puns!) at 203-984-0876. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas! 
Linda Bradbury-Danner 
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