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Dear Church Family, 
 
I recently heard a report that last month, 30 million Americans reported they did not 
have enough to eat.  One reporter suggested that a way to visualize that would be to 
think of a breadline in which each of those people would be socially distanced,  
standing six feet apart.  The breadline would stretch for 40,000 miles.  Imagine! 
 
Some of those folks live right here on Sanibel, and many more in Lee County.  To help  
address that situation we are continuing our monthly drive thru food drive.  Thursday, 
August 6, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, volunteers from our congregation and  
Temple Bat Yam will be stationed in the portico out front. All you need do is drive up, 
pop your trunk and they will be happy to carry your contributions to tables where they 
will be split up.  Half of them will go to FISH here on Sanibel, and half will go to the 
Gladiolus Food Pantry in Harlem Heights.  Please be as generous as you can!  There 
are folks who are truly in need of food assistance. 
 
I am happy to report that we have scheduled the audio-visual work in the sanctuary that 
will make it possible for us to hold in-person worship and livestreamed worship  
simultaneously.  The work will be partially funded by a grant from the Florida  
Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
 
We have not yet scheduled our return to in-person worship, but we will let you know as 
soon as we do.  There will not be in-person worship during the month of August, but 
our livestreamed worship continues at 10:00 AM.  Also join us on Zoom at 9:00 AM 
for the Summer Sunday Seminar Series, and at 11:00 AM for our Zoom Fellowship 
Hour!  I am continuing the daily Facebook LIVE posting of a Poem and a Prayer, 
which you can follow on our church Facebook page.   
 
Whether you are here in Florida, or somewhere up north, I pray you stay safe and that 
you be well.  Do stay in touch!       

      Blessings, 

  
                                             John H. Danner 
                                             Senior Pastor  
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Dear SCUCC family and friends; 
 
I didn’t expect that 5 months after canceling worship together in the sanctuary we still wouldn’t be 
able to safely be together in the building. Live streaming worship has been a wonderful gift to help fill 
in this gap, as well as virtual gatherings such as our Zoom Coffee Fellowship, Sunday Seminar Series, 
and classes. 
 
Yet these technological tools don’t meet everyone’s needs. So we are starting a low tech “Pen Pal” 
program to help stay connected. People will send regular letters to those limitations of hearing, sight, 
dexterity, or technological resources impact their ability to join us in these platforms, and who live in 
facilities still on lockdown, or who don’t have easy access to phones.  
 
Please contact me at deb@sanibelucc.org if you would like to become a pen pal.  You’ll be matched 
with a member or friend physically isolated by the pandemic.(Those who want to receive these letters 
can also let me know.) This is open for all ages, all interests, and can even be done by our snowbirds 
currently in the North.  (If you are unable to make such a commitment, please feel free to occasionally 
drop a note or card to one of the people who appear on the Deacon’s Bench.) 
 
We are finding new ways to share our faith, nurture our church community, and bring others the 
wonders of God’s faithful love.  And sometimes all that takes is a pen and stamp instead of learning 
new video or computer skills.  
 
As I write this the number of cases of CoVID-19 is rising exponentially in Florida, and our hospitals 
are near or at capacity. So we don’t know when we will be able to safely gather again in our building. 
But we can still nurture as the hymn says “the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love” even if we 
aren’t together to sing it.  For what brings us together isn’t the building, but the love of God-  the 
presence from which we can never be isolated. (even when we feel we are). A love that invites us to 
hold others in the same way.                                 

           God’s grace and peace,  

                                                  
                                            

                       Pastor Deb 
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TEACHING & LEARNING  
OPPORTUNITIES 

Special Sunday Summer Seminars  
 

GOD IN THE WHITE HOUSE 
August 2nd & 9th at 9:00 AM  

 

Our nation has been built on the ideal of freedom of  
religion, yet the role of faith in the lives of our  

Presidents has varied significantly.  Some, like Jimmy 
Carter and George W. Bush have openly discussed their 
beliefs.  Others have been relatively silent.  Some have 

regularly attended worship services, like Abraham Lincoln, and others very rarely if 
at all. One of our Presidents was even an ordained pastor (you’ll have to attend the 

course to find out which one).  Kennedy faces a great deal of controversy due to 
his - as did Barack Obama. This series will cover each President in varying degrees 

of detail, as well as some of the overriding questions about  
the place of religion in public life. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/76591625142?pwd=dFRVZHgvK0lRYXJzaEZLMlM0dHc3UT09 

 Meeting ID: 765 9162 5142   Password: SEMINAR 
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     Three You Should Know: Hidden Figures  
       Sundays, August 16, 23 and 30 at 9:00 am 
                        

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/76591625142?

pwd=dFRVZHgvK0lRYXJzaEZLMlM0dHc3UT09 

           Meeting ID: 765 9162 5142                          
 Password: SEMINAR 

   Most Americans have minimal exposure to  
   African-American history.  On this three part  

           series we will look at the stories of three  
    enormously influential Black figures in the nineteenth and early twentieth         
 century—people who set the stage for the Civil Rights  
      movement and all that has followed.  Join us in learning about  
      Ida B Wells, Booker T Washington and W.E.B. Dubois. 



Do you have an article or important  
information you’d like to be published in the 

next issue of the newsletter??   
Email sandy@sanibelucc.org  

by the 25th of the month  
to make the publish  

date of the 1st 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 

IS AVAILABLE ON       
OUR WEBSITE 

HOMEPAGE, USE 
THIS CONVENIENT 

BUTTON TO MAKE A  
DONATION  TO THE 

CHURCH OR PAY 
YOUR PLEDGE 

Zoom Coffee Fellowship Sundays 11:10 – 11:30 a.m. 
We are meeting virtually for fellowship each week at 11:10 a.m.  over Zoom.  To be part of  

Fellowship, go to www.zoom.com, and when prompted enter in the  
Meeting ID: 89915502094 and Password: Fellowship 

Each week one of our pastor’s will host and open the time with a simple question for people to share about.  
Grab your own coffee and cookie and come catch up with each other. 
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Be Pen Pal 
Would you like to be a pen pal to one of our members 
living in assisted living and nursing care centers during 
this time of pandemic restrictions.  This is a chance to 

remind them that even though we cannot visit we still 
think about them and care, especially those who find it 

difficult to use a  
computer or phone.  To become a pen 

pal, please email Pastor Deb at 
deb@sanibelucc.org, and she will match 

you with someone to write to on a  
regular basis.  

Recent Passages 
JOHN BAILEY 



 

 

 

 

Guide to Sunscreens 

For decades, Americans have been told that sunscreen use is critical to prevent lasting skin damage 
and skin cancer from sun exposure. But the FDA has not ensured that the ingredients meant to     

provide such protection have been adequately tested for safety and efficacy. 

Researchers have found that the immune protection of sunscreens is not correlated to their SPF, 
but to the UVA protection. Over the past decade, the FDA has made multiple proposals to 

strengthen UVA protection in sunscreen products, but none has been made law.  

The chemicals that form a product’s SPF are aimed at blocking UVB rays, the main cause of      
sunburn and non-melanoma skin cancers, such as squamous cell carcinoma.  UVA rays penetrate 

the skin more deeply, suppress the immune system, cause harmful free radicals to form in skin, and 
are associated with higher risk of developing melanoma. 

 
Since ineffective and unsafe products remain on the shelves, it’s a good idea for consumers to turn 
to EWG’s 14th Annual Sunscreen Guide. This year they assessed more than 1,300 products with 

SPFand found that only about a quarter of them offer adequate protection and do not contain      
concerning ingredients, such as oxybenzone, a potentially hormone-disrupting chemical that is 

readily absorbed by the body.  Children may be even more vulnerable to                                        
harm from oxybenzone than adults. 

 
Sunscreen ingredients have also been shown to damage coral, accumulate in fish and the              

environment, and disrupt hormones in fish and amphibians  
 

Based on existing test data, just two ingredients, zinc oxide and titanium dioxide, are           
recognized as safe and effective. EWG recommends that consumers avoid all spray and      

powder sunscreen products, which could be inhaled deep into the lungs, where they could do     
irreversible damage.  The FDA proposed banning sunscreens and                                                    

bug repellent combination products. 

The sunscreen ratings from this investigation have been incorporated into EWG’s                       
Skin Deep® cosmetics database, an online consumer tool available at www.ewg.org/skindeep. 

Excerpted and adapted from https://www.ewg.org/sunscreen/report/executive-summary/ 
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Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957 
Office: (239) 472-0497  Fax: (239) 472-5939 
Website: www.sanibelucc.org  
Pastor Danner’s Blog:  
www.periwinkleponderings@blogspot.com  

 

The Sanibel Light newsletter is published a minimum of eight times per year. The deadline for submissions 

is the 25th of the month prior to publication. For more information call 239-472-0497;  

email your articles, photos etc. to sandy@sanibelucc.org.   

Staff: John H. Danner, Sr. Pastor (john@sanibelucc.org; Deborah Kunkel, Assoc. Pastor (deb@sanibelucc.org);  

Ran Niehoff, Pastor Emeritus; Linda Convertine, Parish Nurse (linda@sanibelucc.org);  

Sandra Simmons, Office Manager (sandy@sanibelucc.org); Jordan Jones, Assistant Office Manager (office@sanibelucc.org);   

Sound Guy - Bob Eidem; Preschool Staff: Ana Abella, Director; Lora Lea Plummer, Teacher (3 Yr. Olds),   

Shelby Ambrioso, Teacher (Toddlers), Nancy Black, After Care & Substitute Teacher;  

Sunday School & Nursery Staff: Kathy Monroe, Director; Nursery Attendant: Barbara Freeman 

Elwood Smith, Music Director; Norm Libby, Organist;  Blended Service Musicians: Shawn Allison, Abbey Allison, Dave Dust;  

Missionaries— Mark Knowles & Daniel Murry-Knowles (Lesotho); Debbie  & Larry Colvin (Ghana) 

Next Drive-Up Food Drop Off  
Our next No-Contact Drop-Off 
Food Drive with Bat Yam is on 
Thursday, August 6, 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. to benefit F.I.S.H. 
and the Gladiolus Food Pantry.  

Food pantries are facing  
shortages both from lack of  

donations as well as increased demand and this is a way to help while 
keeping each other safe.  Put your food in the trunk or rear of your  

vehicle, and volunteers will unload it when you get here.  If you have 
any questions or would like to help with the August effort, please contact  

Pastor Deb at deb@sanibelucc.org. 
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