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Sunday, April 4th 
Easter Sunday 

7:45 AM Sanctuary 
9:00 AM Outdoor 

(Blended); 11:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Livestream 

(Traditional) 
 
~ 
 

Sunday, April 11th  
7:45 AM Sanctuary     
9:00 AM Outdoor 

(Traditional); 11:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Livestream 

(Blended) 

 
~ 
 
 

 
Sunday, April 18th 
 7:45 AM Sanctuary     

9:00 AM Outdoor 
(Blended); 11:00 AM 

Sanctuary & Livestream 
(Traditional) 

 

~ 
 

Sunday, April 25th   
7:45 AM Sanctuary        
9:00 AM Outdoor 

(Traditional); 11:00 AM 
Sanctuary & Livestream 

(Blended) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 
SCHEDULE 

 

Maundy    
Thursday                
April 1st     
7:00 PM                  

 

 

Good Friday                     
April 2nd    

Noon                   

 

 

Easter Sunday                   
April 4th    

7:45, 9 & 11 AM 

Meet Our Pastors 

This Month’s Worship Services 

Letter from  
Pastor Danner 

2 

Letter from 
Pastor Deb 

2 

Teaching & 
Learning  
Opportunities 

3 

New  
Members 

4-5 

Healthy  
Happenings 

6 

Bits & Bob and 
Green Team 

7 

Last but not  
least 

8 

Inside this issue: 

 

The Sanibel   
LIGHT 

Rev. Dr. John H. Danner 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Deb Kunkel 

Associate Pastor 



Letter from Pastor Danner 
Dear Church Family, 

It has been a real joy seeing 
more and more of you as 
vaccines have been being 
administered and you have 
felt safe in coming out for 
services.  We are continuing 
our Covid safety protocols 
and know that these        
continue to be important as 
not all of our congregants 
have been vaccinated yet! 

So it is that we come a     
second time during this 
pandemic into Easter    
weekend.  While it is not as 
grim as it was last year, it is 
still far from our normal 
practice as we are masked, 
s o c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e d ,           
worshipping in smaller 

numbers, livestreaming and 
so on.  And, at least for now, 
we do not know how long 
this will last, nor what 
things will look like on the 
other side. 

But for all that uncertainty, 
one thing we can be assured 
of is God’s great love made 
known in and through the 
One whose resurrection we 
celebrate on Easter Sunday!  
How good to know that not 
even death could hold him 
back!  How good to know 
that love, as St. Paul        
reminds us in his famous 
chapter on love, never ends.  
Not even during a pandemic! 

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o              
worshipping with you in  

person or online this    
weekend.  And throughout 
the month of April.  We have 
some special things coming 
up this spring after Easter, 
including Blue Grass     
Sunday on April 18th, and 
on May 9th, Confirmation 
Sunday.  Season may be 
winding down, but here at 
church, we are just begin-
ning to “wind up”! 

Blessings, 

John 

 

 

 

poems. 

“Easter Morning”         
by Ann Weems 

The stirring wildness of 
God calls brittle bones 
to leaping and stone 

hearts to soaring. Old 
women dance among   

the stars.  
 
These past twelve months 
have been filled with     
unexpected difficulties, 
griefs, and challenges.  I 
hope you have also       
experienced during those 

months the stirring    
wildness of God’s love that 
brings new life in           
unexpected ways and 
places. As we celebrate 
the stirring wildness of 
God that calls the      
seemingly lost or finished 
to new life on Easter, I 
pray we experience that 
same new life wherever 
and whenever needed.   
 

God’s Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Deb 

 

Letter from Pastor Deb 
Two of the books of poet 
Ann Weems are part of my 
cycle of devotionals.   
During Advent and 
Christmastide I use her 
“Kneeling in Bethlehem”. 
Then for Lent and the 
Easter seasons I open her 
“Kneeling in Jerusalem”.  
Her poems range the  
gambit from expressing 
lament and hopelessness, 
to those expressing hope 
and joy.  As we finish Lent 
and head towards Easter 
after year one of the    
pandemic, I share with 
you one of her Easter    
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Bible Study 

Tuesday sessions at 
10:00am will be on 

Zoom, and then when 
we return to the   

building, hold hybrid 
sessions (Zoom and in
-person). Our study of 
the Gospel of Luke will 

continue. We look    
forward to studying  

together.  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82937178101?
pwd=Tmx5cVNFTHo1Q3BWOVd

ROE1OSHhuZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 829 3717 8101 
Pass code: LUKE 
One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,82937178101#,,,,
*306432# US (Chicago)

+16465588656,,82937178101#,,,,
*306432# US (New York) Dial by 

your location 
       +1 312 626 6799 US 

(Chicago) 
       +1 646 558 8656 US (New 

York) 
       +1 301 715 8592 US 

(Washington DC) 
       +1 346 248 7799 US 

(Houston) 
       +1 669 900 9128 US (San 

Jose) 
       +1 253 215 8782 US  

 

The classes will also be 
recorded. 

 

Theological 
Studies  

Our final study for the          
2020-2021 season   

begins next      
Wednesday and     
focuses on the        

ongoing  concerns 
about immigration.  

One of the realities is 
the issue is not new, 

nor is it uniquely 
American.                     

Understanding our    
theological roots, 

and examining a bit 
of history can help 
shed light on the    
current situation. 

“From Far Off Shores:  
An Historical and             

Theological              
Exploration of           
Immigration.”   

This three-part course 
will  examine         

biblical/theological                   
understanding of 

mass movements of 
people, as well as the 

history of mass        
migrations.      

Wednesdays, April 7, 
14 and 21 at 9:30 on 
Zoom.  (Use current 

link info) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
 

https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/85182960443?

pwd=c1JPajF5QkNX
eIRMa2ZFVG5QNzZ

aUT09 
 

Meeting ID:  
851 8296 0443 

 
Passcode:  
Theology 

 

Teaching & Learning Opportunities 
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Nancy Smith 

Nancy grew up in Swarthmore, PA and was 
married to Gordon in the Presbyterian Church 
there 60 years ago. Through the years she and 
her husband have added two children, four  
grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
They all live close by each other in New Jersey 
and PA; except for one escapee who stayed 
in Providence, RI after college. They divide 
their time between Sanibel, Moorestown, NJ 
and Brewster in Cape Cod. 

 

 

 

 

William & Beth Walling 

Will & Beth grew up in Des Moines, IA 
(although Beth was born at    Eglin AFB) 
and dated in high school. They married 
after college at IA State University and 
have lived in Omaha, NE, New Jersey, 
MN and back to Iowa. Will was a       
telecommunication engineer and Beth 

worked at the national level as an early childhood and policy        
expert. They have two married children and four grandchildren, a 
golden retriever and a cat. Will plays water polo and loves fishing. 
Beth enjoys reading, shelling and PEO.  
 

 



Rev. James & Candace Atchison 

Jim & Candy moved to Shell Point from Hudson, FL in 
July 2020. Candy was born in Battle Creek, Michigan 
and is a graduate of Western Michigan University. 
She retired from the Internal Revenue Service in 2002 
after 34 years of government service. She has been 
active in her local church serving as Treasurer and     
Moderator and in the Florida Conference UCC as 

chair of Budget & Finance Committee and President of the Endowment Corp. 
Candy enjoys golf, reading, traveling, knitting, and volunteering. Jim was born in 
Burlington, VT and is a graduate of the University of Vermont and Andover   
Newton Theological Seminary. He served as the Associate Pastor in Akron, OH 
and then was the organizing pastor of 2 new church starts at the University UCC 
in Orlando, FL and the Fort Myers Congregational UCC. He then served as     
Secretary for New Church Development for the Board of Homeland Ministries in 
New York city. He then returned to Florida serving as Associate Conference   
Minister for Florida’s southeast coast. Prior to retirement in 2002 he served 12 
years as the Senior   Pastor of the Church of Palms in Delray Beach. Jim enjoys 
golf, reading and traveling, especially cruising.  
 

Tom & Margie Juedes 
 Tom & Margie have been married for 44 years and 
raised three sons in Lake Forest, IL. They have five 
grandchildren who live near them, ages ranging from 
5 months to seven years old. Tom & Margie have 
served as Elders at the First Presbyterian Church in Lake 
Forest, IL. They have been coming to Sanibel for over 
40 years and consider themselves fortunate to be able 

to spend winters here. Tom & Margie have enjoyed many wonderful travel experi-
ences and continue to seek out new destinations. Tom is originally from Oshkosh, WI 
and graduated from UW-Oshkosh.   Later he earned an MBA from Loyda University 
Chicago. He spent a    career in -Logistics and Transportation; he started in             
management for larger corporations and later in his career he grew several logistic     
companies. He continues to work in this field with an investment banking firm and    
enjoys golf, reading and continually learning. Margie graduated from Lawrence     
University in Wisconsin and received her MA in Journalism from Northwestern.  She    
enjoys pastel painting and is a member of the San Cap Art League. She enjoys travel, 
golf, reading and time with the grandkids. 



Healthy Happenings by Linda Convertine, Parish Nurse 

Mental Health Needs 

Sometimes, life gets tough.        
Circumstances can change without 
warning, and it can be hard to 
bounce back during difficult times. 
The mental and emotional effects 
of COVID-19 are impacting         
well-being in significant ways amid 
the pandemic, with vast increases 
in reports of anxiety or depression, 
substance use, domestic violence, 
and thoughts of suicide. “The need 
for mental health support is greater 
than ever as the COVID-19         
pandemic continues to impact 
families, livelihoods and            
communities, yet data has shown 
that nearly half of Florida adults 
with an unmet need for mental 
health treatment are deterred from 
seeking care because of cost,” 
said Dr. Paul Simeone, vice      
president and medical director of 
behavioral health at Lee Health.  

To address this urgent and          
increased need for support on a 
local level, over 20 behavioral 
health organizations across Lee 
and Collier counties have          
partnered to launch a new          
community initiative, called 
Healthy Minds. “The Healthy   
Minds initiative was created to help       
address this urgent need for      
support, providing access to     
mental health providers in an      
affordable and friendly setting to 
connect people to the resources 
they need.” The initiative provides 
screening and education, coping 
skills and referral resources to all 
members of our community. 

Healthy Minds offers educational 
events and complimentary    
screenings across Lee and Collier 
counties, providing accessible, 
convenient tips and resources at 
no cost for adults who are          
experiencing new or increased 
feelings of anxiety, depression, 
stress, substance use and more. 
From financial strain due to 

changes in employment to the    
demand of juggling jobs while 
homeschooling young children, 
many are feeling more isolated and 
less in control of their lives. For 
those who are overwhelmed or 
struggling, seeking help now can 
address concerns before they     
become crises. 
 
Healthy Minds events are being 
held across Lee County at various 
locations and dates. No advance 
registration is necessary. Those 
interested in resources or a free 
screening can simply show up to 
the venue at the designated date 
and time and speak to an expert 
who will then help link individuals 
with local service providers and 
share information about the      
community resources available. A 
Healthy Minds Resilience Toolkit, 
which offers additional tips for 
navigating life’s twists and turns, 
will be handed out to all guests at 
the events. The toolkits – available 
in English, Spanish and Creole – 
are also available at 
www.HealthyLee.com/
HealthyMinds. For a full list of up-
coming events, help, and           
community resources, visit the 
Healthy Minds website listed 
above. 
 
If you know of anyone struggling 
with any of these issues or need a 
little help yourself, don’t hesitate to 
reach out. You’ll be glad you did 
and so will they. 
 
Isaiah 26:3 You will keep in perfect 
peace those whose minds are 
steadfast, because they trust in 
You. 
 

Caring for you and your health, 

Linda Convertine                               
Parish Nurse 
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Next Drive-Up Drop Off 
Food Drive April 8, 2021 

Drop-off your food and   
paper good donations on 
Thursday, April 8th from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to 
benefit F.I.S.H. of the      
Islands and Gladiolus 
Food Pantries.  Masked 
and gloved volunteers will 
unload the rear or trunk of 
your car for you, so you 
don’t need to leave the 
driver’s seat.  Items in   
special need are dry rice, 
meals in a can. dry pasta. 
grape/strawberry Jelly, 
canned protein such as 
chicken or tuna fish, 
canned fruits and        
vegetables, Beans (dry or 
canned), [pasta sauce or 
canned tomatoes, cereal, 
oatmeal, soups or chili, 
and crackers.  See          
Pastor Deb for questions or 
if you would like to        
participate in a future 
drive.  

 



Green Team Share 
How Can We Save the Earth? 

Past methods of saving species, 
such as focusing solely on       
charismatic animals, won’t halt 
what is now recognized by many as 
Earth’s sixth mass extinction.  We 
must save whole ecosystems, which 
at the same time provides for      
human needs. 

The two April events sponsored by 
the Green Teams of SCUCC/Bat 
Yam and of Shell Point address this 
topic. Thursday, April 8, 2-3:30 
both in person in the Social Center 
at Shell Point and on zoom, https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89543886530?
pwd=L1dsRVNDLzZGTktrM2poRG55S
U J k U T 0 9   Shara lee  D ias ,             
supervisor of the Butterfly Bed and 
Breakfast and plan selection for the 
Butterfly Habitat at Shell Point, will 
show us why and how to conserve 
butterflies. 

The needs of butterflies are  simple: 
pesticide-free air, species-specific 
plants to lay eggs on that feed their          
caterpillars and nectar plants to 
feed the butterflies.  These host and 
nectar plants also frequently attract 

other pollinators like bees.           
Unfortunately many of these 
plants are considered weeds and 
subject to removal or eradication 
by  h e r b i c i d e s .  N o  h os t 
plants equals no butterflies.  And 
without pollinators humans also 
suffer. 

Saturday, April 24, 1:30-3 both in 
the Social Center at Shell Point 
a n d  o n  z o o m .  h t t p s : / /
us02web.zoom.us/j/83432174836?
pwd=NjVjUkNla1kzQktyVnU1ckFwZk
8ydz09 Gary Robbins, President of 
Lee County Rights of Nature, and 
Joseph Bonasia,  Regional         
Director, Florida Rights of  Nature 
Network, will speak on Rights of 
Nature: A New  Approach to     
Environmental Protection. This 
past November, 89% of Orange 
County voters passed the   Orange 
County Right to Clean Water 
Charter Amendment. Orange 
County is now the  largest        
jurisdiction in the  nation to pass 
a RON law, and Florida is now the 
e p i c e n t e r  o f  t h e  R O N              
movement. This is a paradigm 
s h i f t  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l              
j u r i s pr ud en c e .  I t  l e ga l l y           

recognizes the rights of all waters 
in Orange County to exist, flow, 
be free of pollution, and have    
access to healthy ecosystems. The 
legal reality is that if nature    
doesn’t have rights, it can’t be 
adequately protected against    
corporations that do. The law also 
legally recognizes the right of   
Orange County citizens to        
unpolluted water. Many people 
think they already have this right.  
They don’t.  Orange County      
citizens are the only Floridians 
with this basic right.  Given the 
89% voter approval, an unusual 
mandate from the people, it is not 
surprising that similar laws are 
being pursued by approximately 
thirty citizen groups around the 
state, including in Lee County.  
Robbins and Bonasia will discuss 
the three different ways Right to 
Clean Water / Rights of Nature 
laws can be pursued in Florida in 
spite of the state preemption of 
Rights of Nature laws. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

.  

 

Easter Flower and Music    
Contributions 

Twice a year, at Christmas 
and Easter, members, friends 

and guests of Sanibel        
Congregational United 
Church of Christ may           

remember or honor loved 
ones by donating money in 

support of the visual         
presentations for worship 
(such as flowers, candles, 
etc.) and our Special Music 

Fund. If you wish to             
participate, please call the 
church office for details.     

239-472-0497 

 

Bits & Bobs 
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Recent Passages                  

 

LOIS PENNIMPEDE 

ROBERT OWENS 

KNUD CHRISTENSEN 

Carol Good’s Art Group meets 
this Tuesday, April 6th, at    
1:00 PM, outdoors  under                                                                           

        the office.   
     
     

     

 

Grethe’s Gentle Yoga is being 
held outdoors in the labyrinth 

this Thursday, April 8th at 
10:00am. Space is currently   

limited to 6-8 persons.  

 

 



 

Bluegrass Sunday 

Once again, we welcome back the Myakka 
River Bluegrass Band for our annual Bluegrass 
Sunday.  Sunday, April 18, at both our 9:00am 
Outdoor Service and our 11:00am In person 
Sanctuary service, the boys from Charlotte 

County will provide a bit of twang                  
to our worship! 

2050 Periwinkle Way 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

Sanibel  
Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

 
Booked for Lunch 

 
Date & Time: April 6, 2021 at 11:30AM  

Eastern time (US & Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97367642588?pwd=UjcyeHgxNWhleDRxclkyTlBlM2N2UT09 

  

Meeting ID: 973 6764 2588 
Pass code: Booked4  

 
The book reviews are as follows: 

 

Braiding Sweetgrass. By Robin Wall Kimmerer.   
Reviewed by Daphne Mason 

 

The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson       
Reviewed by Catrina Drotleff 

 
Please let Catrina know if you are interested in  

giving in a review next season. 

Phone: 239.472.0497 
Fax: 239.472.5939 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE 
 

Submission 
Deadline for 

newsletter items 
is the 25th of 
each month.  

Please send your 
article/item to 
sandy@sanibelucc.org   

 
Thank you  

We’re on the Web! 

www.sanibelucc.

org 

Visit us on the 

Web! 

www.sanibelucc.org 

Having trouble getting a Covid19 vaccination         
appointment.  Church member Barbara Cooley has          
volunteered to assist in the process of signing up. 

Please e-mail her at bjoycooley@comcast.net  


